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"I had a very enjoyable time at the Literature festival. It was very exciting because it gave me the opportunity
to meet and hear authors who I admire greatly, as well as many interesting people. The events I participated in
were quite interesting, and the students, in particular, were most engaging and interested. I was very glad to
see this level of interest among these students. The staff was great, I got to know some of them personally and
enjoyed my time with them. I admire the degree of work and effort that every one in the organization put in. I
hope that you will be able to continue to have this festival again next year - I think it's a great idea and
opportunity, and I very much hope that you will have the resources to do this again."

Samhita Arni, Indien

"This festival is really a great moment of dialogue and emotions in our world international crise. The differents
voices, sensibilities and visions coming from five continents, had their meeting between them and with a very
sensible public. Your work is our light."

Mohammed Bennis, Marokko

"I appreciated very much to be able to participate at the international literature festival in Berlin 2003. I think
we in the Scritture Giovani project were taken care of in a very professional way and that the arrangements of
the festival were interesting. I hope you continue cooperating with the SG-project in the future, because it is a
very important opportunity for young european writers."

Bjarte Breiteig, Norwegen

"I think the team, from organizers down to volunteers, did an excellent job of running a large, sprawling festival
in Berlin, giving the writers a chance to meet their readers and, in my case, audiences for their films. The
efforts made by such people to make the festival a success are to me the most memorable part of my
experience."

Anita Desai, Indien

"Ich sptire hier eine auBergewdhnliche Energie fiir einen Dialog mit dem Publikum und fiir das Gesprach der
Autoren untereinander."
Nuruddin Farah, Somalia/Siidafrika

"From my point of view the Berlin Festival was a total success. Not only did I enjoy giving readings from my
work [especially to the children], and performing with the jazz group Art de Fakt, and discussing my work in
public, but I particularly enjoy meeting writers from so many different countries -- writers with whom I am sure
I will stay in contact. I thought you staff did a superb job in handling so many people. I congratulate them. I
don't know about the other writers but the hotel where I stayed - the Brandenburger Hof - made my stay even
more enjoying. It's a beautiful hotel, and the staff took good care of me. I also appreciated the company of my
guardian angel - Nina Jackle - talking with her as we attended various readings and wandered in various places
in Berlin gave me a good idea not only of her own work but of what is going on in German literature at this
time. She even introduced me to her literary agent who is now my agent in Berlin. So you see, I greatly
profited from this festival. And I do hope you will invite me again."

Raymond Federman, USA

"All T can say about the festival is that I'm happy I was part of it. The different discussions I had about my book
were quite enriching."
Fatou Keita, Elfenbeinkiiste

"I've had a great time in your festival. The staff was the nicest and friendliest I've ever encountered. And the
parties were great too. Thanks for letting me be part of this great festival."
Etgar Keret, Israel

"Again thank you for inviting me at the Festival, it was a fairytale moment which allowed me to know wonderful
people, all the staff, international writers. Thank you and thank your super team. We wish you lots of success
and luck with the next festival."

Leila Marouane, Frankreich

"I miss Berlin so much! Thanks for EVERYTHING. IT WAS SO PERFECT THANKS TO YOUR EFFORTS."
Veroénica Murguia, Mexiko

"I have been to many art festivals in my life but Berlin International Literature Festival 2003 was quite simply
one of the best cultural events in I have participated. Big not just in scale but also in quality: multifaceted, well
thought-out and well executed. To re-write a famous song: "I left my heart in Berlin!"

Lewis Nkosi, Siidafrika

"First of all, I was most impressed to learn that the Berlin Festival was started by one person who loves
literature and that it has grown into such a large Festival despite being held only three times. It has made me
realize how deeply the German people revere literature.

I have had two opportunities to read from my works at the Festival: once for the main program and once for a
side program at the Mori Ogai Memorial Hall in Berlin. I was delighted that the audiences on both occasions
were avid listeners. As the audiences seemed to accept me as an individual author, Yoko Ogawa, rather than as
a stereotypical "Japanese writer," their questions were quite serious and interesting. These experiences
reassured me that my works were truly reaching and affecting German readers. It was wonderful to know that



there are many young people who support these events as volunteers, and their attitude was cheerful and
lively. Mr. Gernot Wolfram, who took care of me at these events, had read all my works in German, and
scheduled me in places that I would find interesting and with people I would enjoy meeting. This made my stay
in Germany a significant experience for me, and I was most grateful that I could establish one-to-one
relationships with other people who love literature. Once again, I would like to express my deep thanks for your
invitation to a writer in a faraway country, Japan. I sincerely hope that the Festival will continue to develop and
grow in the future."

Yoko Ogawa, Japan

"Solo para saludarte y decirte otra vez lo bien que me la pasé en Berlin y lo formidable que estuvo el Festival.
Me dejo impresionado, la buena organizacion, etc. No paro de contarles a las gentes de aqui. También para
darte las gracias por lo formidable que quedé la presentacién contigo, la lectura, todo. Bueno, espero que tu
odisea con la mudanza este por finalizar felizmente."

Jose Prieto, Kuba/Mexiko

"Das war sehr schoén bei Euch auf dem Festival, vielen Dank dafir, ich hatte groBartige Tage, und zu kritisieren
gibt es kaum etwas, denn wer will schon ein Festival, bei dem alles klappt."
Tilman Rammstedt, Deutschland

"Berlin ist privilegiert, ein solches Literaturtreffen zu haben."
Alberto Ruy Sanchez, Mexiko

"The Berlin Literary Festival promotes an atmosphere of intellectual freedom and respect for the book that's
becoming increasingly rare in the market driven bazaar of modern publishing. Now I want to move to Berlin."
Susan Swan, Kanada

"One festival speaks more than a thousand isolated authors." Eugene Trivizas, Griechenland

"Uli Schreiber ist unser Kofi Annan."
Eliot Weinberger, USA



